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demand, the officer withdrew the soldiers. A few
days later Paoli had an interview with the Empress,
who said, " I was so pleased to hear that you
acted as you did the other day; otherwise, some
of the papers would have been capable of throw-
ing all the responsibility for the incident upon
me, and my position, which is a very delicate one,
would not have been improved." " The fact is,"
adds M. Paoli, "that some people would have
seen in this simple misunderstanding some political
plot or other: perhaps even an attempt to restore
the Bonapartes!" One wonders what Queen
Victoria had to say about the blunder.
When Queen Victoria landed at Cherbourg
year after year the " Protector of Sovereigns"
always awaited her. With that smile which she
lavished on her favourites Her Majesty would
say : <c Toujours fid&e au poste, mon bon Paoli ? "
and " my good Paoli" saw " in this Queen, who
gave me her benevolent sympathy and confidence,
admitting me into her cercle intime, the classic
type of the dear old Lady in all the grace of her
secret charm.55
The greeting of Edward VH., as Prince and as
Bang, was invariably: " Toujours jeune et
brillant, Monsieur Paoli 1" Sometimes the King
would tap the " Protector's" shoulder, as at
Brussels railway station, when, King and special
commissary being together in the Royal carriage
in which the then Prince of Wales had been seated
when the anarchist Sipido fired through the door
at him, the King pointed out the part of the roof